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By Belts and Cords, UCLA Students Secured Classroom Doors 

CNN, June 2, 2016 

http://www.cnn.com/2016/06/02/us/ucla-active-shooter-preparation/index.html 

The panic wasn't immediate for Pranasha Shrestha and her classmates. 

But with reports of a possible shooter or shooters nearby on the UCLA campus, it wasn't long before that changed.  

Especially when the dozen or so students realized that one door in the classroom could be secured, but the other 

couldn't. 

"The first door was easy to lock, but the second door required a bit more ingenuity," Shrestha told CNN on 

Wednesday evening. 

Some people wanted to go to find another place to hide, but with rumors going around that the shooter was in their 

building, Boelter Hall, staying put was the best thing to do. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"One of the students in the classroom, the most flustered one came up with the idea" of tying the door using a belt 

and a projector cable to a table, she said.  

In some classrooms on the UCLA campus Wednesday, as students swapped texts about the shootings that ended 

with two men dead in a nearby building, some people confronted doors that swung out and couldn't be locked.  

Students posted images of cords and belts being tied to the hinges and handles to prevent someone from getting in, 

prompting questions of safety and preparedness on the campus for some 43,000 students.  

A top campus official said the school wants to learn from what happened Wednesday, June 1. 

"Our primary goal right now is to review all of our security procedures to make sure our campus is as secure as 

possible. We were pleased in the way that notifications went out, (and) troubled by some reports of unlocked 

doors, but we want to review everything and make sure that the campus is as safe as possible," UCLA provost 

Scott Waugh said. 

Googling how to secure a door 

Even at doors that did lock, some people tied them as an extra measure. 

 

http://www.cnn.com/2016/06/02/us/ucla-active-shooter-preparation/index.html


By Belts and Cords, UCLA Students Secured Classroom Doors (continued) 

Miguel Rodriguez and about 120 other students were in an auditorium classroom on the UCLA campus when cellphones 

started buzzing with news of the emergency.  

Rodriguez, a 32-year-old senior majoring in Spanish, said he and others raced to close the doors to the large room.  

They were stuck open, unable to be closed without an Allen wrench.  So Rodriguez and his professor "made the decision to 

take our chances."  

They led the group 100 feet down a hallway to a file storage room where they could lock the door. For extra safety, they 

pushed a table in front of the door.  

Daphne Ying said she was notified of the situation by a Bruin Alert, university messages that are sent to email, text and 

Twitter accounts. But the reported shooter was on South Campus and she was on North, so she went to class instead of 

returning home.  

Ying and her classmates were in one of those rooms where the door opened out so once they understood the gravity of the 

situation they began searching on the internet for "How to lock a swinging door." 

Someone suggested tying a projector cord to the door handle. Then they tied that to a chair that was bolted to the floor.  

After 30 minutes, the silhouettes of four officers appeared through a wall made of opaque glass. 

"They tried to open the door and until we heard them speak we were very scared," she told CNN. They never said anything to 

us though and didn't open the door." 

Ninety minutes later the students received the all clear message.  

Carrie Rapaport, a 42-year-old senior, said that initially her class was in a room where the door couldn't be locked, so the 

professor and the teaching assistant led them to a place more secure. 

Even with the door locked, they decided to make it more secure. Rapaport donated her belt as did another student, and a man 

in their class bound the hinge so it wouldn't open.  

"I know we felt better about doing it. It's something that actually does work," Rapaport said. "The hinge won't budge and 

won't allow you to come in."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Secure the door’ 

The UCLA website has instructions for people on campus who are caught in an active shooter situation. It says what to do if 

someone is in a hallway, in an auditorium, in an open space, is confronted by a potential shooter or is in class.  

"If you are in a classroom, room or office, STAY THERE, secure the door and turn off the lights. Remain silent."  If the door 

cannot be locked and opens in, the school says, use heavy furniture or door wedge to barricade the door. 

Students said there are no drills like the ones they might go through in high school to simulate what to do if a gunman attacks. 

Expert: Change locks on old doors 

One expert told CNN that it is just not feasible to go through such drills with so many students and personnel. 
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By Belts and Cords, UCLA Students Secured Classroom Doors (continued) 

“What we do recommend is that key faculty and staff who would be critical in activating emergency response plans do drills at least annually," 

Amanda Botelho Robbins, a senior security consultant for San Diego-based TSG Solutions, said. 

Robbins said it is common for doors in older buildings, many built before school bloodbaths like the Columbine massacre in 1999 and Virginia 

Tech shootings in 2007 became a national concern, to be hard to secure from the inside. 

Universities should change the locks on any door that cannot be locked from the inside, she said. That can cost $200 to $400 per door (more for a 

cafeteria or auditorium door), but it is worth it, she added.  

"We also recommend electronic security systems, especially on exterior doors," she said, referring to giving campus police the ability to remotely 

lock doors into buildings. 

Some universities are beginning to think about access controls for interior doors, too. But that's very expensive, she said. 

Emotional experience 

Freshman Celina Avalos said first-year students are lectured about sexual assault, dangers of alcohol and mental health services.  

Avalos, 19, was in her dorm when the alerts went out and she locked her door, which can be "double locked" by turning the handle in a certain 

manner.  

"My first instinct was to stay in my dorm, don't open the door to anyone and don't go out anywhere until further notice," she said. 

It took about two hours for the campus to be swept and declared safe by the authorities. 

Waugh, the university provost, said he was happy with the performance of campus police and other emergency responders. 

But when asked further about the unlockable doors, he repeated his call for a safer campus. "We will review the locks on the doors, and any 

security issue that has arisen during the course of today," he said. 
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Racial Disparities Persist in U.S. Schools, Study Finds 

CNN, June 7, 2016 

http://www.cnn.com/2016/06/07/health/schools-disparity-education-study/?iid=ob_homepage_deskrecommended_pool 

It's been more than a half a century since the Supreme Court's Brown v. Board of Education ruling found that "separate but 

equal" has no place in U.S. public schools. 

And yet, true racial equality in our education system is yet to materialize.  

That's clear from the startling revelations in the latest Education Department report released June 7, 2016. Entitled the Civil 

Rights Data Collection, the survey is conducted biennially. This one surveyed 50 million students in  95,000 schools during 

the 2013-2014 school year.  

It shows how much African-American and Latino students still lag in terms of opportunities.  

The disparity "tears at the moral fabric of our nation," Education Secretary John B. King Jr. told reporters.  

Chronic absenteeism is defined as missing at least 15 days of school. Nationwide, 6.5 million students were absent for that 

duration during the 2013-2014 school year. Among high school students, the numbers are worse: One in five. This is 

troubling because students who miss school are likely to fall behind and eventually drop out.  

Schools suspended minority students more often than white students, and it starts very early -- in preschool. In preschool, 

black kids were 3.6 times more likely to be suspended than white kids. In K through 12, black students were 3.8 times more 

likely to be suspended. Will things improve? Perhaps. A new federal law, Every Student Succeeds Act, requires states to 

review school disciplinary stats to reduce excessive suspensions.  

The study found schools with large numbers of black and Latino students offered fewer classes in calculus, algebra II, 

chemistry and physics. This was the case with gifted classes too. Blacks and Latinos made up 42% of the student body in 

schools with gifted classes, and yet they made up just 28% of students enrolled in gifted classes.  

Counselors: Around the nation, 1.6 million kids attended schools that have a law enforcement officer but no counselor. And 

Asian, black and Latino students were more likely to be among those kids.  

Officers: Among high schools with more than 75% black and Latino students, 51% had an officer. Another startling stat: A 

black student was 2.3 times more likely than a white student to be referred to or arrested by an officer.  

Nearly 800,000 students were enrolled in schools where 20% of the teachers didn't meet all the requirements for a state 

license. And once again, blacks and Hispanics were more likely to attend such schools. The same is true when it came to 

experienced teachers. Students of color were more likely than white students to attend schools with teachers who were in 

their first year of teaching.  

2013-2014 Civil Rights Data Collection: A First Look 

Key Data Highlights on Equity and Opportunity Gaps in Our Nations Public Schools 

U.S. Dept of Ed and Office for Civil Rights, June 7, 2016 

The 2013-14 Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC) is a survey of all public schools and school districts in the 

United States. The CRDC measures student access to courses, programs, instructional and other staff, and 

resources — as well as school climate factors, such as student discipline and bullying and harassment — that 

impact education equity and opportunity for students. The U.S. Department of Education (ED) will release 

additional data highlights later in 2016 on key topics such as student discipline, early learning access, teacher 

and staffing equity, access to courses and programs that foster college and career readiness, and chronic student 

absenteeism. The full CRDC data file may be downloaded now; please visit crdc.ed.gov for more information. In 

Fall 2016, the public will be able to look up 2013-14 CRDC data for individual schools, school districts, and 

states by visiting the CRDC website at ocrdata.ed.gov. 

Who’s in the 2013-14 CRDC?  

Number of school districts: 16,758 (99.2% of all school districts)  

Number of schools: 95,507 (99.5% of all public schools) 

Total number of students: 50,035,744   

 

To view the full report, visit: http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/2013-14-first-look.pdf 

http://www.cnn.com/2016/06/07/health/schools-disparity-education-study/?iid=ob_homepage_deskrecommended_pool
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/2013-14-first-look.pdf

